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B “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations... | am with you always, to the

end of the age” (Mt 28:19-20)

Receiving the command from Jesus, the disciples went to all corners of the world
~8 and proclaimed the Good News. We are proud to have received faith through the
apostle St. Thomas. We are in the Mission year; from August 15, 2011-August 15,
2012. It is to mark the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of Chanda Mission, the first
mission terrifory of the Syro Malabar Church outside Kerala. The Synod of the
Syro-Malabar Church decided to mark the 50th year of the first Syro-Malabar
mission area outside Kerala as a Mission Year to create and enhance missionary
awareness in all the members of the Church. All our activities during the year
have been in the light of the mission Year. We had the solemn inauguration of
the Mission Year with the reading of the decree of the Mission Year; lighting of the
Mission candle, singing of the mission anthem and then holy Qurbana conducted
by the Sunday School. We have had Catechism every Sunday, Bible Quiz,

Talent Fest, Sunday school camp .

One of the purposes of the mission year is to ignite the mission spirit of the Syro-
Malabar Church and to promote missionary vocations. We gave felicitation fo
Fr. Mathew Vadakkevettuvazhiyil SDB on his 20th ordination anniversary.
Fr. Mathew is a Salesian priest, and has been a missionary for 26 years in African
countries such as Kenya, Sudan, and Tanzania. He comes to help us whenever
we need, though he says Malayalam is a problem for him. Fr. Mathew’s sharing of
his vocation story has been inspiring to our Sunday school children and | am
sure that has helped some students to think of missionary vocation seriously. The

Sunday school gave a wonderful felicitation programme.

Congratulations to Fr. Mathew on his ordination anniversary!

The motto of the Mission Year is ‘Be my witnesses fo the ends of the earth”
(Acts 1:8).

“Go therefore, and make
disciples of all nations... | am
with you always, to the end of

the age” (Mt 28:19-20) Let us live this motto by bearing witness to Christ in situations we are.

| wish you all Happy Feast of St. Thomas, the apostle.

Fr. Joy Thottamkara C.Ss.R.
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“You shall be my witnesses fto the ends of the earth ” (Acts 1:8)

Explanations for the Logo

Open Bible: The Word of God, the content and message of the
Mission

Shepherd with staff- Jesus sending out the Apostles to the four
corners of the world to preach the Good News of Salvation.

St. Thomas Cross - stands for the heritage and identity of the
Church of Thomas Christians in India.

People with raised hands -signify the thirst of the people for
the Word of God.

MI SS,ON YEAR Twenty nine stars -stand for the 29 Eparchies of the Syro-

M Malabar Church.
Globe in the background- denotes the universal presence of

the Syro-Malabar Church. It also reminds us the missionary task
of Syro-Malabar Church to announce the Gospel to the ends of
the earth.

Preshitavarsham 2011-2012 “Be my witnesses to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)

Obijectives: 1. To awaken the missionary consciousness in the Syro-Malabar Church 2. To promote mis-
sionary vocations in the Church 3. To mobilize spiritual, human and material resources for the mission 4.
To rekindle the missionary zeal and enthusiasm among all the members of the Church, especially among

the missionaries.

Prayer For The Mission Year (Aug. 2011- Aug. 2012): Our Lord and Our God, we praise and thank
You for the abundant blessings showered on Our Church founded by Your beloved disciple and apostle
Thomas on his Christ experience. Send Your Holy Spirit to us in this mission Year, and renew us by a
new Pentecostal experience that we may be made true witnesses of your Gospel. Lord we implore You to
help us keep the words of St Paul: “How beautiful are the feet of those preach the Gospel ”, close to our
hearts. Give us the courage of conviction, strength of will and ardent desire to spread the gospel in India
and in all the places where your Gospel has not been made known. Lord we beseech you to inspire
young men and women willing to work zealously for the Gospel and to suffer the entailing difficulties with
joy and generosity. Lord help all the members of the Church redeemed by the precious body and blood of
your beloved son and our Lord Jesus Christ to share in the mission of the Church through prayer and
exemplary life of witness. May the prayers of blessed virgin Mary our Mother, Mar Joseph, St Thomas the
apostle and our Father in faith, St Alphonsa and all the blessed ones of our Church be with us and help us
during this mission year. Lord of all, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.




Message from Father Patrick Ward, Parish Priest, Ebsom Church

-

Dear Father Joy and members of the Syro Malabar Community

| would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you all on the many

aspects of good faith and good woks that | see evident among you.
Your devotion fo liturgy and religious education is very impressive..

Thank You also for the many generous dishes of food that are shared

with me upon their arrival in the priest home.

Sincere good wishes for the continual blessings of the Lord in the days ahead.

Yours in Christ

Fr. Patrick Ward

God is Watching

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic
Elementary School for lunch. At the head of the table
was a large pile of apples. The nun made a note, and

posted on the apple tray:
Take only ONE. God is Watching!

Moving further along the lunch line at the other end of
the table was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies. A

child had written a note:

Take all you want. God is Waftching the apples!

Jerry James
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Some interesting facts about St Thomas, the Apostle

As Syrian Catholics celebrating Dukhrana on July 3rd, the feast of our Patron Saint

St Thomas, there are some interesting facts that we ought to know.
Here are a few to begin with...

. St Thomas was a Jew and one of the twelve apostles of Jesus.

. He was called the Twin( Didymus ).

. He is referred to as ‘D oubting Thomas ’ for his unwillingness to believe in

the resurrection of Jesus unless he received proof of the resurrection by seeing the
points where the nails had penetrated Jesus' hands and the wounds in His sides where the
spear had penetrated.

. His deep faith in Jesus is ingrained in his proclamation of faith “My Lord and my God ” (John
20:28).

) He undertook to preach the gospel in Persia and India.

. He came to India in A.D. 52 and landed at Kodungallur on the Malabar coast

. He established seven churches at Kodungallur, Kottakkavu, Palayur, Kollam, Kokkamangalam,
Niranam and Chayil.

. He was speared to death by Hindu fanatics in AD 72.

. His body was cremated at Mylapore near Madras and his tomb is venerated until this day.

. He is the Patron Saint of Architects, Builders and India. He was said to have been sent as an
architect to build a great palace for Gondoforus, the King of the Indies.

) St Thomas is represented in Christian Art with a builder's square.

. St Thomas Day or Dukhrana is celebrated on July 3rd.

Happy Dukhrana !

Team Rainbow
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Mum

Mum you are always there when | need you most

When dad messes up in the kitchen you step to make things right
You care for me and clean my wounds

You have the warmest heart in the world.

You give me your everlasting love and work day and night

To give me what | need

You are the light of my darkest hour

You are the map when I’ m lost

Mum your ways may be different from mine

But we are bonded together

: _ Mum you are my hero and | love you.

You are always there
when | need you most.... Jenice SK

You care for me and

clean my woundes.......

My almighty god

Heavenly father please rip me off my sins

and cloth me with your blessings
i Send me your guardian angels and protect me from all dangers
y Lord give me the strength to face each single day

and guide me through the right path

/ Y\ AMEN
;L ‘ :
\ “ t\;‘ Seena Sebastian




Faith, Hope and Love Abide and the Greatest of these is Love

“For God so loved the world that
he sent his only son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, so that we may not

perish but have eternal life’.

In his letter to the Corinthians,(1 Cori 13:13) St Pauls states that ‘faith, hope and
love abide and the greatest of these is love’. This important and life changing phrase

underlines the fundamental principle of Christianity.

Faith is the belief and trust in something. For Christians around the world, their faith
and belief lies in God which came into being through the coming and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, God’s only son. Faith has the power to bring people of different nations
and cultures together and bind them with an irrevocable bond. Christians throughout

the world are bonded together by their faith in Lord Jesus Christ, the son of God.

Hope is a positive feeling that a person’s desires will be met even in the most unlike-
liest of circumstances. During the darkest hours of despair, it is hope that pulls peo-
ple through and keeps them moving. There are many examples of this in the Bible.
Hope was what held the Israelites during their escape to freedom from the slavery in
Egypt, it shone through them in their toughest times in the desert and inspired them
to keep on moving; rainbow cast by God in the sky after the great floods gave Noah
and his family hope to start a new life. Even though hope and faith are significant

they do not match up fto the value of love.

Love is not only an emotion but perhaps one of the key foundations of Christianity.
The most important commandments are based on love such as “Love one another
as | have loved you’, Love your neighbour as you love yourself, —and ‘“Love your
God with all your heart, with all your strength and with all your might”.  The whole of
Christian principles- are: enshrined in these commandments. If it wasn’t for love,
Christianity would not have existed either as it was God’s unconditional love for his
people that prompted God to send his only son, Jesus Christ, to save the world. So
says the bible, “For God so loved the world that he sent his only son, our Lord = Je-

sus Christ, so that we may not perish but have eternal life”.

God himself is love and therefore, without love we would not be able to know God or
have eternal life. 7his makes love the most important of the three values. It encom-
passes and overshadows faith and hope; empowers everything good on Earth and
Heaven, thus making it vital. In conclusion, faith binds people, hope carries them
forward giving them expectation of something better and love encompasses every-
thing and makes everything possible. These three values in conjunction with each

other create a life better lived, life more joyous and fruitful.

Therefore, as Christians we must strive to lead a life based on these values.

Riya Koshy
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Rainbow is pleased to introduce a Bible Quiz for Sunday School Students, from this issue onwards, to
stimulate, encourage and enhance their knowledge of the Bible. This issue is based on the Gospel of
John.

Kindly read the instructions before attempting.

. Only Sunday School Children will be eligible to participate

. Answers should be sent to rainbowsmcm@gmail.com on or before 15 July.
. All answers should be based on the Catholic Edition of the Bible.
. Prizes will be given to the first three winners. If there are more than three winners, a lucky

draw will be conducted to decide the winners.
Questions

I. How many verses are there in John’s gospel?
2. What is the symbol of John’s gospel?

3. Write the names of an apostle mentioned in John’s gospel, which is
not mentioned in other gospels.

4. How many parables are there in John’s gospel?
5. When did John write the gospel?
6. John’s gospel is also known by two other names. What are they?

7. Is the name of the blind beggar whom Jesus healed, mentioned in
John’s gospel?

8. What are the 7 famous “l am.....” statements in John’s gospel, told
by Jesus? (It is written in many Cathedrals in New Zealand)

9. According to John’s Gospel, how many questions did Pilate ask
Jesus? What are they?

[0. Which are the 4 parts of John’s Gospel?

Good Luck to all the participants.

TEAM RAINBOW
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RETREAT BY REV FR. GEORGE PANACKAL V.C

Date: 4th & 5th October 2012 (Thursday & Friday).
Time: 4.00-9.00pm,

Venue: Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish, 19 Banff Ave,
Epsom.

ROSARY AND MASS BY SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN

Bl Date: Ist Sept 2012, Venue: St Mary’s Parish, Avondale

KONTHANAMASKARAM: [1th -20th October 2012.

Venue: Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish, 19 Banff Ave,
Epsom.

Main Celebrant & Chief Guest of the day:

_| Most Reverend Patrick Dunn DD, Bishop of Auckland Diocese.

Send your articles to rainbowsmcm@gmail.com

The Vision of the SM Mission

“We, the Syro-Malabar Catholic Mission New
Zealand, take every step to live our Christian

‘ Vocation as handed over to us through St. Thomas,

the Apostle of Jesus Christ, with its own particular
characteristics expressed in worship, spirituality,

. theology and disciplinary laws, to unite all the
Syro-Malabar faithful in New Zealand under the
hierarchical order of the Syro-Malabar Community

% and handover the same faith and tradition to our

- =3 children”
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