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Jesus proclaimed, “l have come that they may have life and have it in
abundance” (Jn 10:10). In the life-giving process, Christ had to go through
suffering and death but, which led to the joy of the resurrection. Seeing the
risen Lord transformed the lives of the disciples; their grief turned into joy;
they become courageous witnesses of the resurrection, ready to lay down their
life for the Master. The resurrection experience filled their hearts with joy and

hope.

This year we have had wonderful Easter experience. The retreat by Fr. Biju

Kunnumpurathu C.Ss.R was a new and touching experience to one and all .
The huge attendance for all our Holy Week services surprised many. | thank
the SM Mission Council and all those who worked hard to make Easter pro-
grammes a big success. | congratulate our year 12 Sunday school students
who received diploma certificate on Easter day. Let the risen Lord continue to
inspire us. May our hearts be filled with the joy and hope of the Resurrection.

| wish you all Happy Easter. May the Risen Christ bless you with His Peace and
Joy.
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Viva Papa Francisco! PAGE 4

The Catholic Church has entered a new era. lts 115 Cardinals elected the first Latin American Pope in its
history as the 266th Pope of the Catholic Church on 13 March 2013, after a two day conclave.
, aged 76 years, was chosen as the new Pope of the Catholic Church replacing

Pope Benedict XVI. He is the first Non European Pope and has chosen the name

Pope Francis was born in Buenos Aires in Argentina in 1936, one of five children of a middle class family. In
1958, he joined the Jesuit Order and was ordained as a priest in 1969. Just four years later, he was cho-
sen as the Provincial Superior of Argentina, a post he held for 10 years. He became the Archbishop of Bue-
nos Aires in 1998. Three years later in 2001, he was made Cardinal by Pope John Paul Il. His name ap-
peared for the possible candidates for papalcy in 2005.

He is the which represents a whopping 42% of the world’s 1.2 million Catho-
lics; is the to hold this title and apparently, the first named Francis after St Francis of Assisi, one
of the most famous’ saints of the church who dedicated his life to helping the poor.

The Jesuit order known as demands four vows: poverty, chastity, obedience to Christ, and
obedience to the Church and Pope Francis truly lives by it. He is a humble man who denied himself the
luxuries that the previous Buenos Aires Cardinals enjoyed. He often rode the bus to work, cooked his own
meals, lived in a basic apartment and regularly visited the slums that ring Argentina's capital.

In his first Papal message,
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The following TRUE STORY was related to Sr. M.Veronica Murphy by an elderly nun who heard it from
the lips of the late Reverend Father Stanislaus SS.CC.

One day many years ago, in a little town in Luxemburg, a Captain of the Forest Guards was in deep con-

versation with a butcher when an elderly woman entered the shop. The butcher broke the conversation
to ask the old woman what she wanted. She had come to beg for a little meat as she had no money. The
Captain was amused at the woman and asked the butcher. "Only a little meat but how much are you go-
ing to give her?". "l am sorry | have no money but I'll attend a Mass for you”, the woman told the butcher.
Both the butcher and the Captain were indifferent about religion, so they at once began to scoff at the
old woman's idea.

"All right then, "said the butcher. "You go and hear the Mass for me and when you come back I'll give you
as much as the Mass is worth". The woman left the shop and returned later. She approached the counter
and the butcher said, "All right then we'll see."

The woman took a slip of paper and wrote on it "l heard a Mass for you." The butcher placed the paper
on the scales and a tiny bone on the other side, but nothing happened. Next he placed a piece of meat
instead of the bone but still the paper proved heavier. Both men were beginning to feel ashamed of their
mockery but continued their game. A large piece of meat was placed on the balance but still the paper

held its own. The butcher, exasperated, examined the scales but found they were alright.

"What do you want my good woman? Must | give you a whole leg of mutton? Asked the butcher and
placed the leg of mutton on the balance but still the paper outweighed the meat. A larger piece of meat
was put on but again the weight remained on the side of the paper. This so impressed the butcher that he

converted and promised to give the old woman her daily ration of meat.

As for the Captain, he left the shop a changed man and became an ardent lover of daily Mass. Two of his
sons became priests, one a Jesuit and the other, a Father of the Sacred Heart. Later, when his sons be-
came priests he advised them to say Mass every day and to never miss the sacrifice through any fault of
their own. Father Stanislaus finished the story by saying, "I am from the Religious of the Sacred Heart &

the Captain was my father.

source: www.michaeljournal.org
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: Can Holy water ‘heal’ a Car?
miracles
; This caption may sound silly to you....doesn’t it2 But when
[ By a.'l'-;"!;lll'. J - .
ko you read this you may feel that it is even sillier.
|
e jEeal
o Of course God’s ways are silly...but not for those who

. strongly believe in him...
frain owr

eijed lo | would like to tell you a ‘silly incident’ which boosted my

! faith and assured me that miracles can, and will happen

o hinl
[T e P

i '] i H .
o Ehena! even today, if you believe.

It was on our feast day last year when it happened. We

were ready to go St Cuthbert’s College auditorium for the morning practice at 9 am. When my Dad started
the car, it was showing a warning symbol. When he checked the User’s manual we understood that it was an
Engine malfunction. But we still drove to the auditorium and had the dance practice anyway. After an hour
when he started the car to return home, it was showing the same symbol. We reached home and Dad imme-
diately rang Mr. Prasad from the ‘Hygrade Motors’ garage. He said that the garage was not open on Sun-
days and that it would not open that Monday since it was Labor Day. So Dad booked an appointment for
Tuesday morning. After that, he opened the bonnet and sprinkled holy water over the engine and closed it.

| thought he was crazy.

Around 2 o’clock, when he started the car to go to the hall again, there was absolutely no problem with the
car! It was not showing the warning symbol. It didn’t show any problems after that, even on Monday. So
Dad called the garage on Tuesday morning and cancelled the appointment. Now it is almost 6 months after

the incident and we haven’t had any problems with our car till now.

In the past, | have heard that Holy water can heal people. But | never thought it could ‘Heal’ a car. But |

know now, that if you believe, everything is possible to God........ Miracles can happen.........

Paulse Raji Anithottam
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God is our protector and he looks after us wherever we go.
He will send his mighty angels to guide us and saints to pray

for us. My protection is from the book of Psalms chapter 91.

An umbrella cannat st
but it allows us o stand'i

Just like faith in God, it may not "
remove our trials but it gives us ... For the last three years | have been saying the assurance of
God's strength to overcome thenie} 5¥

God'’s protection while travelling to places and at home after
evening prayers. | always rely on this psalm and have strong faith that the Heavenly father who looked af-
ter the Israelites for 40 years in the wilderness, will look after me and keep me safe where ever | go. There
has been always a small amount of time in my day to spend by saying the psalm 91. Psalms 91:15 says
These bible words touched my heart. It was a great experience for me. It shows that God cares for us, hu-
mans and says that he will rescue us in the time of need. See how great God’s love for us is? Those who call

him, he answers. Those who love him, he delivers and he will protect those who call his name.

So friends, let us always encourage each other by saying Psalm 91 wherever we go. Let us save a spot for

Jesus in our journey so he can come with us and live with us forever.

Liya Jose
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Through this Easter Edition of Rainbow, Team Rainbow proudly presents “Mr Francis Joseph and Family”
as part of the God’s Family Column:- a salute to the selfless contributions rendered by the parishioners

and their families towards the growth of the church and to the community at large.

Mr Francis Joseph & Family: The name “Francis Joseph” is quite synonymous with the cultural iden-
tity of our mission. He has been the driving force behind many of our cultural programmes; whether it
be the Annual Parish Feast Celebrations or the Sunday School Cultural Programmes, Francis would al-
ways be there directing a play, choreographing a dance or encouraging our kids to do better. His shows
and plays have always been the hallmark of our cultural activities, not to mention the hilarious comedy
show that he and his team put up for the Annual Parish Feast Celebrations 2012 enjoyed by the Bishop of
Auckland, Rev. Patrick Dunn himself. He is equally supported in all these worthy endeavours by Shaiby,
his gorgeous wife. The couple is blessed with two wonderful kids, Ryan and Riyana.

Through this issue, Francis shares with us the divine intervention in his life, how God gave him the

strength and carried him forward in those difficult moments of his life’s journey.

Let his story inspire us to rely on God and to seek God’s protection in our lives .




PAGE 14

Myself is Francis Joseph living in Papatoetoe, Auckland. | hail from a traditional Roman Catholic family in
Kottamam near Malayattoor, the place blessed by the visit of St. Thomas, the Apostle of Jesus Christ. My
parents brought me up in a devout catholic culture and moral values which | believe are the greatest as-
sets of my life that | can pass on to my children. Even though | am living in New Zealand now, which has a
different culture and beliefs, | am able to give the same values and tradition to my children with the help

of Syro-Malabar Catholic Mission (Auckland) and through Sunday School Classes.

| moved to New Zealand after living in New Delhi . After completing my Higher Secondary School Educa-
tion from Kerala, | earned my Bachelor’s Degree from Delhi University and went on to complete my PG
Diploma in Business Management from Delhi. | worked in New Delhi as the Marketing Manager of a Fab-
ric Company. | was an active member of the Catholic Church in Dilshad Garden. In 2001, God chose
Shaiby as my wife and we moved to New Zealand in 2003. Shaiby is from Thodupuzha and is a regis-

tered nurse.

God blessed us with two wonderful children; Ryan and Riyana, both of them born in New Zealand . We
had to face some difficult times during this period but by God’s grace and blessing, we were able to over-
come all our difficulties. God gave us good friends and neighbours; even total strangers, helped us and
gave us emotional support during those difficult moments. “l lift up my eyes to the hills- from
where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and
earth” (Psalms 121: |1& 2).

For better job opportunities, | decided to undertake my nursing degree from New Zealand. Both me and

my wife are now working as registered nurses in Middlemore Hospital.

While in New Zealand, | got the wonderful opportunity to be actively involved with the Syro-Malabar
Catholic Mission since its formation. | served as one of the first Parish Committee Members of the Mis-
sion and also represented the Mangere Family Unit for the very first 2 years. | was also bestowed with
the privilege to serve as a treasurer of the Mission for almost 5 years. | thank God and everyone espe-

cially Fr. Alex and Fr Joy for giving me this opportunity.

Now both my children are attending Sunday School Classes; | am really grateful to all the parish members
for their hard work and unity. This wonderful opportunity helps us to pass on our catholic family values,

culture and tradition to our children.

Francis Joseph
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This issue of the Bible Quiz focuses on

Sunday School Students are encouraged to send in their answers at the earliest as prizes will be given

for the first three winners.

The enthusiasm displayed by our children towards the last issue of the Bible Quiz was highly encour-

aging. Some of them sent their entries as early as the midnight of the first day of the release of the maga-

zine. Team Rainbow applauds these wonderful kids and their very supportive parents.

The winners of the last Bible Quiz are :

. Only Sunday School Children are eligible to participate.
. Answers should be sent to rainbowsmcm@gmail.com on or before 15 April.
. All answers should be based on the Catholic Edition of the Bible.

. Prizes will be given to the first three winners.

The dome that God made which separated the waters was
God created humankind in his

Adam’s son from whom Noah descended was

The first man to plant a vineyard was

was the father of Abram/Abraham.

Abraham was old when Isaac was born.
The place where Abraham and Sarah were buried
The name of Jacob’s twin brother ;

Joseph was old when he entered the Pharaoh’s service.
0. Israel settled in the land of Egypt in the region of

= 52 £ 51 o L 0S99 =
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Christmas Celebration and Annual Prize Giving Ceremony 2012 Auckland Syro Malabar
Catholic Mission Sunday School
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Annual Retreat of the Parish led by Fr Biju Kunnumpurathu CsSR
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The Holy Week Celebrations of the Auckland Syro Malabar Catholic Mission 2013 were conducted
with much faith and devotion. It began with a solemn Palm Sunday Celebration on Sunday, the 24th
March 2013. This was followed by the Maundy Thursday Festivities on 28th March 2013. The highlight of
the day was the washing of the feet ceremony. This year, the Altar Boys were chosen to take the place of
Jesus’ disciples. This was followed by the Appam Murickal Shishrusha of the Parish. All the parishioners
took active part in it.

The Good Friday Celebrations were attended by thousands of people. The event was marked by the
solemn “Way of the Cross” followed by the “Nercha Kaniji” . Syro Malabar Catholics from all over Auck-
land as well as neighbouring areas took part in the ceremonies. The Holy Saturday functions included the
renewal of the Baptismal vows. The Holy Week Celebrations concluded with the Easter Vigil Mass. Dur-
ing the Mass, Sunday School Toppers were given awards and year |2 Sunday School Pass outs were
handed over their diplomas.

The parishioners under the eminent leadership of the Parish Priest, Rev Fr Joy Thottamkara
CSsR worked together to ensure that the celebrations were a big success.

TEAM RAINBOW WISHES ALL THE PARISHIONERS A VERY HAPPY EASTER

Rainbow: Express, Exchange and be Informed of a Christian Way of Life !

Send your articles to rainbowsmcm@gmail.com

% *The Vision of the SM Mission

| “We, the Syro-Malabar Catholic Mission New

Zealand, take every step to live our Christian

| Vocation as handed over to us through St. Thomas,
the Apostle of Jesus Christ, with its own particular

P characteristics expressed in worship, spirituality,
—— theology and disciplinary laws, to unite all the
Syro-Malabar faithful in New Zealand under the
| hierarchical order of the Syro-Malabar Community
and handover the same faith and tradition to our

children”
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