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MESSAGE FROM
EDITORIAL BOARD

My sincere greetings to one and all in Christ. I take this opportunity to introduce the editorial team
entrusted by Fr Joy and the council with the honor of initiating our Syro Malabar Community
bulletin - “RAINBOW”. The team consists of Mr John Anthraper, Mr Shibu Mathew and me - Maju
Abraham.

It would be fair to say that the introduction of this bulletin is a giant step towards providing meaning
and purpose to the SM community as highlighted in our vision statement. The two major components
in the vision statement are ...“Living our Christian vocation” and ... “Passing on the faith and
values to our children.”

Christian vocation is a living expression of our daily lives by replacing our ways of doing things by
the ways taught to us by Jesus Christ through his human existence. This can be done by encapsulating
the spirit of Jesus Christ in our hearts so that we would naturally imitate Christ in our Intentions,
Words and Deeds.

In order to encapsulate the spirit of Christ, first we need to have the courage to accept and proclaim
that the purpose of our existence is to attain the perfection of Christ. Secondly we need to have the
humility to accept, that the wisdom of God rather than our own reasonig, is the only way of attaining
that perfection.

This then involves training our minds to impulsively respond in a way that Jesus would have
responded in any given situations. But the big question that comes to our mind is ... “Does it mean
that by being a Christian we lose our freedom and liberties of life, because we feel a sense of loss of
freedom and liberty when we have to do things that do not come naturally to us?”

The answer is a big “No”. It is about conditioning our minds so that the human concept of freedom
is replaced by the Divine concept of freedom. What comes freely or naturally to us is replaced by
what comes freely or naturally to Jesus.

- What comes naturally to us as “anger” is replaced by “Meekness”

- What comes naturally to us as “envy” is replaced by “Brotherly Love”
- What comes naturally to us as “Pride” is replaced by “Humility”

- What comes naturally to us as “Lust” is replaced by “Modesty”

- What comes naturally to us as “Sloth” is replaced by “Diligence”

- What comes naturally to us as “Avarice” is replaced by “Generosity”

- What comes naturally to us as “Gluttony” is replaced by “Temperance”

Therefore “to live our Christian vocation means to live with a freedom not to choose the freedom of
the world”. Let us all define our aim of being part of the SM community as a means of developing
skills to live our Christian vocation and to pass this on to our children.

As communication is an important aspect of community bonding, the purpose of this bulletin is to
be a medium of communication. This is not to be used as a medium to express our anger, envy
or frustrations, rather to be used to convey brotherly love, meekness and humility. This is to be a
medium to encourage and appreciate the hidden positive outlooks existing in our community. This
is to be used as a medium to deliver spiritual messages and to keep the community connected and
updated on all its activities.

Finally on behalf of the editorial board I would like to thank everyone who has helped us in the
process especially Cinto Antony for helping out with the layout and designs. As we all know the
first step is the most challenging and therefore we would appreciate suggestions and constructive
feedback from our community.

Yours Sincerely in Christ

Maju Abraham

Maju Abraham
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“Go in to whole world,” (Mark 16: 15).
Taking this as a command from the Risen
Lord, disciples went around sharing the
good news about Jesus Christ.

We, Malayalees, are literally more
faithful to this than any other group for
we are omnipresent. We are in all parts
of the world. New Zealand is one of the
settlements for us. We have migrated

to New Zealand during the past decade.
The majority of us are from the Syro-
Malabar Community. We encounter
many challenges today such as good jobs,
comfortable houses, the best educational
institutions, new family traditions, and
place for Sunday worship etc.

Migration and transplantation to a new
culture brings changes in family values
and in our attitudes. Many experience
cultural shocks that we find it hard to
come through the western culture and
life-style. The children, who grow

up in this culture, are almost getting
absorbed into it. Parents tend to hold on
to traditional family values as we have
had back home in Kerala. We who are
brought up in traditional catholic families
also fear that the children will lose all
the family values that they had upheld
and cultivated. As a result of conflicting
situations of parents upholding traditional
values of our country and of children
personalising certain ways and life style
taken from schools, peer groups and the
culture around, tensions arise in families
on various issues. Some are confused
with regard to what is right and what is
wrong. Faith and existence of God is
often questioned.

In this situation, the Syro-Malabar
Catholic Mission here reaches out to the
spiritual and social needs of the people.
We have regular Sunday Qurbana at

5.00 pm, special Qurbana on feast days,
Novenas and annual devotion of rosary
prayers, catechetical formation, youth
programs, family prayer meetings, annual
parish retreat and social gatherings.

MESSAGE FROM THE

hapla
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I have been here for the last six months as
the chaplain. I am very happy to see many
people whole heartedly participating in all
the spiritual events in this community and
bring their children for catechism classes.
I feel that people are beginning to realise
that working and making money is not the
sole purpose of life but the spiritual life,
growing in one’s faith and establishing
good relationship with others are also very
important. [ am very pleased to say that
people are making sacrifices and sharing
talents, time and resources for this
purpose. Big thanks to your cooperation
and support to me!

Rainbow, the news letter is an attempt

to share our immense talents, gifts

and resources with one another and to
promote team work and unity in our
mission. It is an instrument to pool and
share our ideas together to create a family
atmosphere in our context.

During this Christmas, the Publication of
this news letter is a new milestone in the
growth of our SM Mission as one family.
Christmas is an event of God sharing

his Son Jesus with us and dispelling the
darkness. As I wish you all “A Happy
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year”,
I ask you to support this new project.

The name of the news letter reminds us to
let our dreams flower like the RA ' NBOW
and may we become blessings to one
another!

The meaning and significance of the
Name of the News Letter

Attending the annual Clergy retreat of
the Diocese of Auckland was a unique
experience to me. This was the first retreat
that I attended outside India. As I was
spending time in prayer and reflection

I looked at the sky through the window
of my room. I was really fascinated by
the beautiful and blue sky and captivating
cloud formation. As part of my daily
prayers and meditation, I spent some time
watching and enjoying the spectacular

Fr. Joy Thottankara C.Ss.R.
Chaplain, Syro-Malabar
Catholic Mission Auckland.

and fantastic sceneries. Then I opened the
Bible, and was happy to read the passage
from the book of Genesis 9:12-16, where
God gives RATNBOW, as a sign of His
Covenant with the people. God said:
“This is the sign of the Covenant that

I make between me and you and every
living creature that is with you, for all
future generations. I have set my bow

in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of
the Covenant between me and the earth.
When I bring clouds over the earth and
the bow is seen in the clouds, I will
remember my Covenant that is between
me and you and every living creature of
all flesh.” In baptism God has made a
covenant with us. Our baptismal promise
and faith has brought us here together as
one family to worship and fellowship.
Drawing inspiration from this text

and reflecting upon our life, I thought
RATNBOW is the best name for our news
letter.

Moreover, New Zealand is a beautiful
green country. It is a ‘land of long
white clouds.’ It is a land of unique
birds. The best known is the flightless
kiwi, New Zealand’s unofficial national
symbol. Taking all these factors into
consideration, we have chosen the name

RANBOW for our News Letter. It is
a reminder that we are here as part of
God’s providence and called to be a
blessing for the other. Let our dreams
brighten our lives like the RA/NBOW.
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THE SYRO-MALABAR MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ERNAKULAM-ANGAMALY

Varkey Cardinal Vithayathil, C.Ss.R.

Major Archbishop

Prot. No: 1117/2010

26 November 2010

I am very happy to learn from Rev. Fr. Joy Thottankara, C.Ss.R., that the Syro-
Malabar Catholic Mission in the Diocese of Auckland is planning to bring out a

News Letter named Rainbow in December. I appreciate this decision of the Syro-
Malabar Mission which is in its initial stage, and hope that the publication of a News
Letter would help to strengthen the relationship among the Syro-Malabar faithful.

The participation in the liturgical celebrations alone may not be sufficient to build up

a community, especially when the faithful are living in different parts of a diocese.
Communion and Communication are important elements that build up a community and
in that way the News Letter can also contribute greatly to the formation of the Syro-
Malabar Community. May this News Letter be an effective means to serve the needs of
the Syro-Malabar faithful and attain its objectives. Let the Spirit of God who enlightens
the minds and hearts of man guide each of one you in this new venture. I invoke God’s
abundant blessings upon you and the mission.

Varkey Cardinal Vithayathil
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church.

MESSAGE FROM
FR. ALEX VIRUTHHKULHNGHRH

Dear Fr.Joy and Members of the Auckland Syro-
Malabar Catholic Mission,

I am very happy to know that you are starting
your News Bulletin. It is a clear sign of God’s
blessings and the growth of your community.
With a clear vision and goal to become a

self supportive Syro-Malabar community,
you already have the basic structures like the
leadership of an active council, prayer groups, Fr. Alex Viruthakulangara,
well scheduled liturgical services, faith formation C.Ss.R.
programme, children and youth activities etc.

Under the spiritual leadership of Fr. Joy, assisted by the SM Council, | am sure
the Community will achieve both spiritual and social growth.

However, as independent members of the community we should be extremely
mindful of the social, spiritual and moral values that are contradictory to the
social, spiritual and moral values that define our individuality as Syro Malabar
Christians. Therefore, apart from being privileged to be part of the Syro Malabar
Community it is our responsibility to dynamically support and encourage
through your active participation in all its activities. We should feel the need for
this community from deep within. I pray that the SM mission may help you to
grow in our faith and traditions.

| feel extremely happy and honoured to have served you for the last three years.
During my tenure, | experienced a lot of love and support from you all. Many

of you have put in a lot of hard work and energy to build up the community to
where it stands today. | express my sincere gratitude and pray that “the good
Lord who began this good works among you gives you sufficient grace to further
grow and flourish as a community”.

I wish you all the best and may God bless you all.

Fr. Alex Viruthakulangara, C.Ss.R.

7z I

Message from
BISHOP
PATRICK DUNN

To all members of the Syro-Malabar
community in Auckland I offer my warmest
greetings.

Thank you for all that you contribute to the
life of the Church in our diocese. May God
bless our efforts during 2011 to live our Faith
and to lead those we meet to know Jesus,
to love Him and to walk in His ways.

Your sincerely in Christ,

Patrick Dunn
Bishop of Auckland
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NE\X/S FROM THE WHANGAREI
COMMUNITY

Statue of Our Lady Decorated by Santhom Youth Marshal Joseph

The Syro-Malabar Community at Whangerei consists

of around 30 families. We are very happy that Fr. Joy
Thottankara CSsR, the Chaplain of the Community,
visited us and blessed our houses on November 3rd and
4th 2010. On Nove 4th we had a community meeting in
the presence of Fr. Joy Thottankara CSsR, in which Savio
Joseph, Marshal Joseph and George Mathew were elected
as councillors for the SM Community, Whangerei.

We have Syro-Malabar Qurbana on First Tuesday of
every month at 6.00pm. Before the holy Qurbana, we
have faith formation classes for our children at 5.00pm in
the Church. We come together as a Community for Holy
Rosary and Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Succour
on every Tuesday at 8.00pm. We are happy that we are
growing spiritually and in community spirit as well.

On behalf of our Council here, I thank you all for your
Sunday School Children Lead the Rossary cooperation and I wish you all ‘Happy Christmas

and Blessed New Year.’

PAGE 07



PARISH NEWS

We are Moving ...

Syro Malabar Church has been progressively developing since the last
three years mainly due to the prayers and wholehearted support of the
members of the Syro Malabar community. In this season of joy and
happiness, we have good news...we have been allocated a church at

our Lady of Sacred Hear{
19, Banff Ave

f JE\::?:I:M. Tel 63/
As Fr. Joy said, we have been praying for a long time to achieve this
goal. Families and prayer groups of our community in different parts of
Auckland have been seeking the intercession of our mother of perpetual
help. Finally as a result, the confirmation of Epsom church came during
the advent season of 2010.

Epsom Church is beautiful and centrally located in the Auckland. It is
large enough to accommodate all our parishioners. Our new church will
have better facilities, like ample place for catechism classes, playground,
and great dining hall for parishioners. Epsom Church dates back to 1920
and it is one of the holistic churches with so many Masses having been
offered at its sacred alter and is sure to bring us divine blessings.

Fr. Joy has been appointed as the Asst. Parish Priest at the Epsom and
we will offer our first Mass at Epsom on 6th Feb 2011, at 5 PM. The
location of the church is as follows:-

Our Lady of Sacred Heart
19, Banff Ave, Epsom
Auckland. Tel 6303956

Fr. Pat Ward
Parish Priest

We thank Bishop Patrick, Msgr David Tonks, and the parish priest Fr. Pat Ward
who had been helpful to us. We appreciate Fr. Peter who had supported Syro
Malabar Mission and Fr. Mika of Mount Wellington who had whole heartedly
accommodated us at Mt Wellington. Last but not the least we thank Fr. Alex

Paul Joseph : ..
Trustee- SMCM, Auckland Viruthakulangara who had spear headed this mission.

We pray for the intercession of our Mother Mary and St. Thomas that this spiritual
journey continues in this oceanic region.
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St. Maria Goretti

The Patroness of Modern Youth

Maria Goretti was the daughter of humble
sharecroppers from Italy. Luigi Goretti and
Assunta Carlini. In 1899, Maria and her family
moved to a little town of Ferriere, Italy in
search of work and lived in a house that was
shared by Signor by Serenelli and his son
named Alessandro, with whom Luigi Goretti
had business interests.

After her father’s death, Maria’s mother
Assunta took up her husband’s job in the
fields while Maria took over her mothers role
of caring for her siblings. Through all the
difficulties that they faced Maria did her best.
She was a beautiful, mature, intelligent and
charming young girl,who very happily accepted
the chores of her home and family. She grew
up in “wisdom, age and grace before God and
men.” Being very poor and unable to afford to
pay for Masses in her father's memories, every
night Maria would recite the five Mysteries

of the Rosary Communication which she was
waiting for with great patience and prayer.

But Maria had a thorn in her side and that

was Alessandro Serenelli, who was lost to the
darkness of passion and evil thoughts and
images that always lead him to SIN. On several
occasions he tried to lure little Maria and made
advances and harassed her with his impure

nileyruelanes aileirvlwlcawas

Towards Holiness Through the life of Saints

suggestions. But Maria always refused and
avoided him. She was afraid of him.

On July 5, 1902, not wanting to be denied

by Maria again, he started making his sexual
advances towards Maria, who refused shouting,
“No! It is a sin! God does not want it!”

Alessandro filled with anger and madness
stabbed Maria 14 times.

Maria spent 20 painful hours suffering and
finally died on June 6, 1902 looking up at

a picture of the Blessed Mother. She prayed
and forgave Alessandro and appeared to him

in a vision and gave him lillies. Almost fifty
years later on June 24, 1950, Pope Pius XII
pronounced Maria Goretti a Saint and Martyr of
the Universal Church to half a million people.

St. Maria Goretti is the Patroness of Modern
Youth. Her deep love for God, respect for her
body (Temple of God), courage, obedience and
Christ life forgiveness has touched the lives

of people. She chose death rather than betray
God and thus preserved her virginal purity.

A young man by the name of Brideau, who got
his job back after praying to St. Maria Goretti
once said, “She is important because she is a
saint who knew God so well. She is someone
to pray to whom understands the problems of

Liza Johnson

youth and realizes the importance of faith for
young people.”

In a beautiful homily commemorating the
100th anniversary of the birth of St. Maria
Goretti, Pope John Paul Il quoted St.Paul: “God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
strong, God chose what is low and despised

in the world, even things that are not, to bring
to nothing things that are, so that no human
being might boast in the presence of God”

(1 Cor. 1:27-29).

God chose the simple poor little country girl
and clothed her with honour by the power of
His Spirit.

? ~ Saint Therese o w

‘The Little Flower of Lisieux’

|
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Therese Martin was the last of nine children born on January 2 1873 in France. At the age of 15 she entered
the Carmelite convent in Lisieux to dedicate her whole life to God. She took the religious name ‘sister of the
child Jesus and the Holy face’, living in a hidden, simple life of prayer. She was gifted with great intimacy
with God.

Therese believed love is to be shown by deeds; (so that one can express his/her love to God through little
sacrifices, every glance and word). She took every chance to sacrifice, no matter how small it would be.

She wanted to achieve holiness in the life she led, and always wanted to be a saint, Charity gave her key to
her vocation. She died on 30th September 1897, at the age of 24. She was suffering from TB and used to
cough up blood sometimes. Even in severe pain, she tried to remain smiling and cheerful. Her inspiration and
powerful presence from heaven touched many people very quickly. She was canonised by Pope Pius Xl on May
17,1925. Her mission was to make God loved by doing well on Earth. Countless millions have been touched
by her intercession and imitate her “little way.”

She was acclaimed as the ‘greatest saint of modern times.” In 1997, Pope John Paul Il declared St. Therese, a
doctor of the church in tribute to the powerful way her spirituality had influenced people all over the world.
Therese’s ‘little’ way of trusting in Jesus to make her holy and relying on small and daily sacrifices, instead of
great deeds, appealed to thousands of Catholics and other who were trying to find holiness in ordinary lives.
Her life is a reminder to all who feel that they can do nothing. The little things we can do are the ones that
keep God’s kingdom growing.
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We all aim for glory, honour and fame,
That all may know our name.
Gathers wealth by brain and hand
Becomes a clout in the land
But when we reach the end of life
And reflect back o’er the lifetime of strife,
We find that happiness depends
On none of these, but the love of God.
Treasure god’s love for all eternity
Man’s affinity with God

o i -
1 .

Turn your self around,
There is nothing to worry about,
(Cause lord Jesus is born now) *2

He will wipe your tears away,
And lead you always
(Cause lord Jesus is born now) *2

Angels in heaven sing,
To0 the almighty King,
Cause lord Jesus is born now - Chorus

e

. Jesus s Born s

If you're felling down, Thomas Saju

FIND
S5 OUT!!!

Juliat Sebastian
Year 7

You need to think, think, think

1. What is the longest word in the world?

2. What is the longest place name in the world?

3. What is the longest chemical terms word in the world?
4. What is the shortest word ever?

5. What is the longest name in the world?

THE ANSWER
1 (45) : PNEUMONOULTRAMICROSCOPICSILICOVOLCANOCONIOSIS

2 (85) : TAUMATAWHAKATANGIHANGAKOAUAUOTAMATEATURIPUKAKAPIK
IMAUNGAHORONUKUPOKAIWHENUAKITANATAHU

3 (1185) : ACETYLSERYLTYROSYLSERYLISOLEUCYLTHREONYLSERYLPROLY
LSERYLGLUTAMINYLPHENYLALANYLVALYLPHENYLALANYLLEUCYLSERYLSE
RYLVALYLTRYPTOPHYLALANYLASPARTYLPROLYLISOLEUCYLGLUTAMYLLEUC
YLLEUCYLASPARAGINYLYALYICYSTEINYLTHREONYLSERYLSERYLLEUCYLGLY
CYLASPARAGINYLGLUTAMINYLPHENYLALANYLGLUTAMINYLTHREONYLGLU
TAMINYLGLUTAMINYLALANYLARGINYLTHREONYLTHREONYLGLUTAMINYLV
ALYLGLUTAMINYLGLUTAMINYLPHENYLALANYLSERYLGLUTAMINYLVALYLTRY
PTOPHYLLYSYLPROLYLPHENYLALANYLPROLYLGLUTAMINYLSERYLTHREONY
LVALYLARGINYLPHENYLALANYLPROLYLGLYCYLASPARTYLVALYLTYROSYLLYS
YLVALYLTYROSYLARGINYLTYROSYLASPARAGINVLALANYLVALYLLEUCYLASPA
RTYL PROLYLLEUCYLISOLEUCYLTHREONYLALANYLLEUCYLLEUCYLGLYCYLTH
REONYLPHENYLALANYLASPARTYLTHREONYLARGINYLASPARAGINYLARGIN
YLISOLEUCYLISOLEUCYLGLUTAMYLVALYLGLUTAMYLASPARAGINYLGLUTAMI
NYLGLUTAMINYLSERYLPROLYLTHREONYLTHREONYLALANYLGLUTAMYLTHR
EONYLLEUCYLASPARTYLALANYLTHREONYLARGINYLARGINYLVALYLASPART
YLASPARTYLALANYLTHREONYLVALYLALANYLISOLEUCYLARGINYLSERYLALA
NYLASPARAGINYLISOLEUCYLASPARAGINYLLEUCYLVALYLASPARAGINYLGLU
TAMYLLEUCYLVALYLARGINYLGLYCYLTHREONYLGLYCYLLEUCYLTYROSYLASPA
RAGINYLGLUTAMINYLASPARAGINYLTHREONYLPHENYLALANYLGLUTAMYLS
ERYLMETHIONYLSERYLGLYCYLLEUCYLVALYLTRYPTOPHYLTHREONYLSERYLA
LANYLPROLYLALANYLSERINE

4(1):lora

5 : First Name:
Wolfeschlegelsteinhausenbergerdorffvortschaferswesenchafewarenwho
lgepflegeunzenvonangerelfenduchihrraubgirligfeintausendjahresvoran
dieerscheinenbanderechiffgebrauchlichtalsseinursprungvonkrrthinzwis
chensternartigraumaufdersuchebtbewohnbarplanetenkreisedrehensich

undstandigmensshlichkeittkonntevortpflanzeslamdlichfreudeundruhem
itnichteinfurchrintilligentgeschopfsvonhinzwischensterSenior

Middle and last Name :

Adolph Blaine Charles David Earl Frederick Jack Gerald Hubert Irvin John
Kennethe Lloyd Martin Nero oliver Paul Quincy Randolph Sherman
Thomas Uncas Victor William Xerxes Yancy Zeus
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100% ATTENDANCE 2010 SUNDAY SCHOOL

NIL
FINAL RESULT 2010
YEAR 2 1 CLEMENT BENNY
2 IGIN ANTONY YEAR NAMES % MARKS
S ANC RO YEAR 1 1 JOBIN JOSE 92.5
YEAR 3 1 MAREESA JAYEES 2 JENY JOSEPH 90
YEAR 4 NIL
YEAR 5 1 HARRIS TOMY S ohllioEL . i
2 SEENA SEBASTIAN YEAR 2 1 CLEMENT BENNY 98
YEAR 6 1 CATHERINE BENNY 2 MANUEL TOMY 935
YEAR 7 1 JULIET SEBASTIAN i
o~ > > 3 IGIN ANTONY 69
YEAR 8 1 ANN JOSEPH
YEAR9/10 NIL YEAR 3 1 ALBA BIJU 92.5
YEAR 11/12 1 NISHI JOSEPH 2 JENY MARY JOSEPH 92
SUNDAY SCHOOL 3 MAREESA JAYEES 91
TEACHERS 201 1 YEAR 4 1 TESSA SAJU 86
2 JOJI JOSEPH 84
HM Raji Chacko 6240829/ 02102405015 3 SONA BlJU 72
rajichacko@gmail.com
Year 1 | Namitha Mathews | 5511569/02102586319 YEAR 5 1 PAULSE RAJI 96
namithamathews17@gmail.com 2 HARRIS TOMY 95
Year 2 | Catherina Mathews 2764437/0212688049 3 ANGEL JOSEPH 88
cattys456@gmail.com
Year3 | Sony Maju 5215854/ 02102970280 YEAR 6 1 CATHERINE BENNY 82
kevinein@yahoo.com 2 THOMAS SAJU 76
Year 4 | Liji Tomy 6340048/ 0210760716 3 ALAN THOMAS 63
ligitomy@yahoo.co.in
Year 5 | Pinky Anthraper 8281659 YEAR 7 1 REMIN ROY 97.5
anthraper@xtra.co.nz 2 JACOB ANITHOTTAM 94
Year 6 | Lotus Raji 6240829/ 02102405015 3 JULIET SEBASTIAN 935
lotusraji@gmail.com
Year 7 | Shaly Clement 2760861/ 0212539026 YEAR 8 1 GLORY CLEMENT 90
shaliclement@hotmail.com 2 RYAN JOHNSON 78
josefoncy@yahoo.co.nz
Year 9 | Lilly Anthraper 8281659 YEAR 9/10 1 LIANNE JOHNSON 90
. anthraper@xtra.co.nz 2 JOEL JOSEPH 89
Year 11| Lisa Johnson 62538‘58/ 02724338&?8 3 ANS MATHEW 88
Imaryjohnson@gmail.com
Year 12| Maju Abraham 5215854/ 0211007343 YEAR 11/12 1 NISHI JOSEPH 92
el e EleR o 2 DIVYA ANTHRAPER 86
RELIEVERS 3 ARUN PAUL 76
1 Paul 0212075505
2 Thomson Philiph 2504370 SPECIAL PRIZE
thomsonpv@gmail.com (Attended only the final )
3 BinuTessBabu | 6206533/02102253381 S S
il 1 @paleen YEAR 3 JANE ELIZABETH BABU 96%
Soorya Steephen 2761230 YEAR 6 LILIA ANN BABU 89%
5 Jiji Joseph 5783749 >
6 CaBTIan 8372686 YEAR 8 EVELYN MARIA BABU 90%
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On January 26, 1999, tens of thousands of enthusiastic young people
thronged to Kiel Centre in Saint Louis at 5 am to watch a 14-hour long
Christian rock concert perhaps the largest and longest concert of its kind
in history. Was this evidence of the great success of “Christian rock’s”
appeal to Catholic youth?

Well, no Many were not impressed with the bands of the hype. But they
stayed. Through wearying hours of loud, bland music and despite fatigue
they stayed. Why? Because they were waiting for something: something
the entertainment world could never provide. They stayed to hear words
of hope. They waited to hear what that modern bearer of hope, Pope
John Paul Il, would say to them. When he arrived at the Kiel Centre that
evening, 100,000 kids cheered the “star” they had waited for since dawn.
Then a hush fell as they waited to hear what he would say to them.

The Holy Father addressed the young People:

Sadly, too many young people are living apart from the light-in a world
of illusions, a world of fleeting shadows and promises unfulfilled. If

you look to Jesus, if you live the Truth that is Jesus, you will have in

you the light that reveals the truths and values on which to build your
own happiness, while building a world of justice, peace and solidarity.
Remember what Jesus said: “I am the light of the world; those who follow
me will have the light of life.” (In. 8:12]... Jesus who has conquered sin
and death reminds you: “lam with you always.” (Mt.28:20]

He says: “Couraged! It is I; have no fear.” (Mk. 6:50) Christ is calling you;
the Church needs you; the Pope believes in you and he expects great
things of you!

During his speech it was difficult to find a dry eye in the arena. Why?
Because the pope knows how to speak to us young people. He knows our
deepest fears and worries, and knows the Lord has the answers to our
deepest questions.

The Holy Father addressed our aimlessness and despair in searching

for happiness and success in the ways of the world. He reminded us
that Jesus is the light we must follow and love in order to get out of the
darkness into a new life of hope and happiness. And he told us to trust
and have no fear. Young people fear so much today-everything from the
breakup of our families to the fear of being “left out” by our peers, or
unsuccessful in the eyes of the world.

Nl
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Thomson Philip

President, Santhom Youth Group
Syro Malabar Catholic Mission, Auckland

Finally, the pope told us that he believed in us, something that many
young people do not hear from our parents or anyone else today.

The contrast between reactions to the Christian rock bands and the
pope’s message was striking. Christian rock did nothing spiritaully for us.
But the Holy Father’s message reached us at the core of our being.

The truth is, Catholic youth are just like any other youth: they’re
interested in listening to popular music, hanging out with friends, and in
dealing with the ordinary problems and with the larger questions of life
that they are begining to face as they mature.

As a youth, I have a pretty good handle on what people of my generation
need. We are the generation that feels unloved and aimless in a world
caught up in sex, money, and power. We have inherited the leftovers

of the Sixties. We have inherited the hopelessness, the pain, and the
darkness that came with the sexual revolution and the “Me Generation.”

Many of us face questions that people of our age have never before had
to face on such a large scale: Am | worthless if | don’t make a lot of
money like my dad? How do | deal with the pain of my parents divorce?

These are serious questions, and we are looking for serious answers. And
the only one who can answer the questions deepest in our hearts is God.
And the most effective way He communicates His love and His grace is
through the Sacraments of the Church, which Our Lord instituted.

While we do want to be fun and engaging, we should do so in order to
build “roots and wings.” We have a responsibility to affirm the Truth
given to us by the Church, and instil these Truths in the lives of the youth.
It is our hope that by doing so, we intergrate knowledge of the Catholic
faith with the development of practical skills for living the Catholic faith
in today’s world. We must help today’s youth understand the teachings of
the Catholic Church and enable them to share the Good News in modern
soceity. In other words, we need to give them roots to be grounded in
and wings to fly with.
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FHappy New Year 2011

WELCOME TO CHANGES TO NZ IMMIGRATION LAW!!!

The new Immigration Act 2009 has become law on 29 November
2010. What was - under the former Law - known as Immigration
“POLICY” isnow to be known as Immigration “INSTRUCTIONS .
The changes are primarily in the use of new terminologies and -
perhaps inevitably (1) - New Government fees apply.

Before 29 November a Visa was issued to someone who wished
to travel to New Zealand and a permit was issued to someone who
was already here and wished to remain in New Zealand. Now under
the new Act the term “Permit” has been dropped and now the term
VISA will apply to both categories. But it is to be noted that there
is no change to existing categories or criteria under which people
apply to Immigration NZ.

The New Act also introduces the “Interim Visa” which is a system
by which overseas students, Work Visa holders and visitors wanting
to extend their stay in NZ can do so in order to maintain their lawful
stay in NZ, while their application for the Visa is being processed.

PARISH COUNCIL

Johnson Paul Kunnappilil
Barrister & Solicitor

This Visa comes into effect on 7th February 2011. There is no need
to apply for the Visa, no fees and no Visa label. It is automatically
granted by electronic means and is valid until the application for
the temporary Visa is decided (maximum 6 months)

Whether the holder of the interim Visa can work or study depends
on the conditions on the Visa is granted - which is in turn dependent
on the type of Visa held previously and the conditions which
applied to it.

If you have any questions about the above, please contact me. All
the information above is to the best of the author’s knowledge true
and accurate. No liability is assumed by the author for any losses
suffered by any person relying directly upon this information. It is
recommended that a senior representative of the firm is consulted
before acting upon this information.
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keep your thoughts positive,
because your thoughts become your words.
keep your words positive,
because your words become your actions.
keep your actions positive,
because your actions become your habits.
keep your habits positive,
because your habits become your lifestyle.

keep your lifestyle positive,
because your lifestyle becomes your destiny

(Compiled by Joyachen)
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